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n recognition of his commitment to the animal-health industry 
and for inspiring students and others in veterinary medicine, 
Jenks Britt, D.V.M., D.A.B.V.P., Western Kentucky University 

Department of Agriculture professor, received the Mentor of the 
Year Award from the American Association of Bovine Practitioners 
(AABP) and Merck Animal Health.

The Mentor of the Year Award honors individuals who have 
dedicated their careers to educating, mentoring and advancing the careers 
of students in the field of bovine 
veterinary medicine. Britt was honored 
with a commemorative plaque during 
the AABP annual meeting Sept. 22-
24 in St. Louis. He also will receive 
an all-expenses-paid trip to next year’s 
AABP conference in Montreal.

“A good mentor is critical for today’s 
veterinary students,” Britt said. “A large 
majority of them have not grown up 
on a farm and need someone to teach 
them the things that farm kids take for 
granted – like the difference between a 
tractor and a four wheeler.”

Britt is a professor and past head 
of the Department of Agriculture at 
Western Kentucky University. He has 
co-authored 224 publications, given 
more than 200 presentations and is 
a well-respected, international dairy 
consultant. Prior to joining Western 
Kentucky University in 1998, Britt was 
a clinical assistant professor at the University of Wisconsin – Madison.

Pamela Ruegg, D.V.M., University of Wisconsin-Madison professor 
of dairy science, presented the award to Britt. She was an extern in his 
private practice and still looks to him as a mentor.

“Peers and students look up to Dr. Britt because he is the epitome of 
professionalism,” Ruegg said. “He has set a great example for students 
and young veterinarians. His unselfish approach to sharing his expertise 

has influenced his students, as well as the entire dairy industry.”
Raised on a dairy farm near Bowling Green, Kentucky, Britt received 

a bachelor’s degree from Western Kentucky University with a major in 
agriculture and biology. He received his veterinary medical degree at 
Auburn University and was partner and owner of Logan County Animal 
Clinic in Russellville, Kentucky, for 23 years.

Britt said that working with students has played a key role in his 
success in living with Parkinson’s disease, which he has fought for almost 
20 years. After he retired, Britt’s students asked him to come back and 
teach.

Some of Britt’s highest honors 
include National Outstanding Teacher 
in Agriculture from the Collegiate 
FFA Organization, Distinguished 
Alumni from Auburn University 
College of Veterinary Medicine and 
the El Toro Award – Food Animal 
Medicine from Auburn University. 
He also was recognized as the AABP 
Practitioner of the Year, Western 
Kentucky University Alumni of the 
Year and the Kentucky Veterinary 
Medical Association Veterinarian of 
the Year.

Britt’s involvement outside of 
academia includes membership and 
leadership positions in AABP, the 
American Dairy Science Association, 
the American Veterinary Medical 
Association (AVMA), the American 
Board of Veterinary Practitioners, the 
National Mastitis Council and the 

Kentucky Veterinary Medical Association. He also was a member and 
chairman of the AVMA Council on Education.

Britt is the fifth recipient of the Mentor of the Year Award, which was 
instituted in 2007. Previous winners include Ken Leslie, D.V.M., M.S., 
Guelph, Ontario; Dan Upson, D.V.M. M.S. Ph.D., Manhattan, Kansas; 
Bruce Hull, D.V.M. Westerville, Ohio; and Otto Radosistits, D.V.M., 
Saskatoon, Saskatchewan.  PD
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Western Kentucky University Professor Jenks Britt 
Receives Merck Animal Health Mentor of the Year Award

Pictured from left to right: Dr. Rick Sibbel, Director of U.S. 
Cattle Technical Services for Merck Animal Health, award 
sponsor; Dr. Jenks Britt, Western Kentucky University, 2011 
Mentor of the Year and Dr. Pamela Ruegg, University of 
Wisconsin-Madison, award presenter. Photo courtesy of Merck 
Animal Health.



T
he KDDC Young Dairy Producer Tour 
to Madison, Wisconsin gets better every 
year. The weather could not have been 

better with nearly perfect days. 
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Employee & Consultants
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This year KDDC had two full buses with 
many new faces. There were 86 total people 
with 43 farms represented. It is always a 
pleasure for Ona and me to get away and 
visit with dairy farmers. This was the last 
year I attended as KDDC’s President and 
have felt it important to support these 
activities of the organization. 

The one thing that stood out to me this 
year was the number of farms using activity 
monitors on the cows. This technology 
has come a long way and dairy farmers 
are taking advantage of it. Getting cows 
bred back quicker is a money-maker and 
using good genetics will improve one’s 
herd like nothing else. There are many 
other practical uses for the monitors such 
as a better knowledge of the cow’s health, 
eating habits and overall activity patterns. 
They look to be a good return for the 
investment.

Other states have seen herds go out of 
business just like KY. We visited one farm 
that took advantage of a farm selling out 
to expand their operation in a unique way. 
They used their present facility, which 
was older, to care for dry cows, heifers and 
baby calves. Cows are freshen in and once 
they were milking well, they move them 

nearly 45 miles to the newer, purchased 
facility set-up primarily for milking only. 
This model stimulated a lot of discussion. 
The owner’s son/manager was very sharp 
and knowledgeable and could tell you to 
the penny what the cost of production 
was on either farm. I think it is important 
information to know about your business.

At the World Dairy Expo, KY exhibitors 
fared well at the show. Listed are those that 
placed in the top three of their class: Lauren 
Robinson, Edmonton-Guernsey, Ben & 
Kirby Sparrow, Owenton-Brown Swiss, 
Radical Genetics, Cave City-Brown Swiss, 
Amy Green, Upton-Jersey, Keightley & 
Core, Salvisa-Jersey and Cameron-Ridge 
Holsteins, Mt. Vernon. Also, Cameron-
Ridge sold a Jr. Heifer calf for $10,000. 
Congratulations to all.

On another note: I would also like 
to take this time to welcome Meredith 
Scales to the KDDC family. Meredith 
is well known and respected in the dairy 
industry across KY. He will make a great 
addition to the staff and for the benefit of 
KY dairy producers. We look forward to 
his expertise and knowledge and know the 
dairy farmers in southeast KY will enjoy 
seeing Meredith coming up the drive. 

The KDDC Dairy Consultant territories have recently been adjusted with the 
addition of Meredith Scales of Russell Springs joining the organization. The 
map below shows how each region will be divided. This will allow a more 
proportionate number of producers to each consultant and will provide a 
better opportunity for them to serve KY dairy farmers.

New KDDC Consultant Areas



Allied Sponsors
Platinum
Alltech, Inc.
Burkmann Feeds
CPC Commodities
Dairy Farmers of America - Mideast
Dairy Farmers of America - Southeast
Farm Credit Services of Mid-America
GEA Westfalia/Surge
IDEXX Laboratories, Inc.
Kentucky Farm Bureau
Kentucky Soybean Board
Mammoth Cave Dairy Auction
South Central Bank
Southern States Co-op, Inc.

Gold
Arm & Hammer Animal Nutrition
Bluegrass Dairy & Food
Dairy Products Assoc. of KY
Jackson Dairy Supply
KABA/Select Sires
Kentucky Nutrition Service
Lone Star Milk Producers
Luttrull Feeds
Mid-South Dairy Records
Southern Belle Dairy

Silver
Givens & Houchins Inc.
Grain Processing Corp.
Kentucky Veterinary Medical Assoc.
Koetter & Smith
Owen Transport
Neogen
Schochoh Mills, Inc.
Stockyard Farm & Dairy

Bronze
ABS Global
Bagdad Roller Mills
Byron Seeds (Brownview)
Central Farmers of Green Co.
Clark Dairy Supply
CROPP/Organic Valley
Diamond V
Ditsler Insurance Agency - Nationwide 	
  Insurance
Double “S” Liquid Feed
Genetics Plus
KY Holstein Cattle Club
MD/VA Milk Producers
Phinix, LLC
Owen Trucking
Premier Crop Insurance
Ralph Lewis - Milk Hauler
South Central Bank 
Southeast Dairy Consulting
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Mammoth Cave 
Dairy Auction




