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Charles Townsend, DVM – Burkmann Feeds 

Dr. Townsend attended New Mexico State University and received his Doctorate in Veterinarian 

Medicine from Colorado State University in 1988. Charles moved to Kentucky where he practiced in 

private practice for 28 years. His primary emphasis is to help the farmers become more profitable through 

reproduction and nutrition. Dr. Charles Townsend joined Burkmann Feeds in April of 2016. 

 

Charles is married to Rhonda. They have two grown children; their daughter, Owen Margaret, who 

recently received her Master in Ag Economics from UK and their son, Oliver, is an officer in the U.S. 

Navy. Dr. Townsend is a member of American Association of Bovine Practitioners, National Mastitis 

Council, KY Veterinary Medical Association and KY Dairy Development Council. He is appointed to the 

commission of KY Livestock Care Standards. 

 

Darren McGee, DVM – Elanco Animal Health 

Dr. McGee is from Starkville, Mississippi. He attended Mississippi State University receiving a Dairy 

Science Degree and then completed his Doctorate of Veterinary Medicine in 1993. He owned and 

operated Bovine Production Services until 2006. He also co-owns Heritage Dairy Farm, LLC, in Holly 

Springs, MS.  

After selling his practice, Darren accepted a position with Monsanto as their Dairy Technical Advisor 

from 2006 to 2008 and then was named Dairy Analytic Lead at Elanco Knowledge Solutions where he 

provides analytics and decision-making tools for dairy consultants and producers. Dr. McGee is married to 

Candy Fancher McGee and they live in Starkville, Mississippi.  

 

 

Ben Koostra, P.E. Limestone & Cooper, LLC. 
 

Ben Koostra is a consultant with Limestone & Cooper, a boutique geospatial and agricultural consulting 

firm based in Lexington.  Ben is a UK Ag Engineering grad and is a Professional Engineer in 

Kentucky.  His expertise includes Geographic Information Systems (GIS) implementation, GIS application 

design and development, Global Navigation Satellite Systems (GNSS) technologies, agricultural nutrient 

management planning, environmental regulatory compliance, and technology implementation. Previously, 

he worked as a Project Engineer at Law Engineering in Lexington and as a Research Engineer at the 

Biosystems and Ag Engineering Department at UK 

 

 

Nathan Upah – TechMix Nutrition 

Nathan is a central Iowa native, raised on a cow calf and row crop operation.  Nathan attended Iowa State 

University and received his bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Animal Science. During his graduate study 

he worked under Dr. Lance Baumgard researching transition cow biology including immune system 

activation and gut integrity of heat stressed animals.   

Following graduate school Nathan worked in Iowa as a Beef and Dairy Specialist, formulating rations and 

doing on farm consultative sales. In his role for TechMix, Nathan serves on our product development 

team, aids the sales force in a technical service capacity, and conducts multispecies research.   

Nathan and his wife Lindsey raise registered Simmental breeding stock in central Iowa.  They take great 

pride in having the ability to raise their children Wyatt (5) and Violet (2) in rural Iowa close to family, 

while being able to give them firsthand agriculture experience.   
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Jeffrey S. Stevenson, M.S., Ph.D. – Kansas State University 

Jeff is a native of Utah and Oregon. His undergraduate degree is in Dairy Science from Utah State 

University. His graduate work (MS and PhD) was conducted at Michigan State University and at North 

Carolina State University. He is currently Professor at Kansas State University in the Department of 

Animal Sciences and Industry. In addition to his teaching and research appointment, he is a monthly 

contributing author for the Artificial Breeding column in Hoard's Dairyman. Jeff received the 1990 

American Dairy Science Association Agway Inc. Young Scientist Award, 1998 National Association 

of Animal Breeders Research Award, 2002 American Dairy Science Association Pharmacia Animal 

Health Physiology Award, 2002 Kansas State University Research and Extension Team Award, 2006 

Kansas Dairy Leader, 2009 American Society of Animal Science Animal Management Award, 2012 

American Society of Animal Science Physiology and Endocrinology Award, and named 2012 

American Society of Animal Science Fellow.  

 

Dr. Larry Tranel, Dairy Specialist – Iowa State University 

"Empowering Dairy Families with Profit and Quality of Life" 

 

Dr. Tranel’s area of expertise includes: business and financial management, grazing/pasture systems, 

buildings and facilities, robotic and low-cost parlor milking systems, grazing systems. Larry’s work in the 

economics of multiple dairy farming models including “Low Cost Parlors”, “Robotic Milking”, “Millionaire 

Model Dairy Farms”, “The Economics of Grazing and Organic Dairy Farming”, has provided invaluable 

resources to dairy producers, especially those starting into the business. Dr. Tranel has received multiple 

awards for his continue work on Dairy Economics. 

 

 

 

Doug and Mona Stensland – Stensland Family Dairy Farms,  

Stensland Family Farms was first homesteaded over 100 years ago 

by Tobias Stensland.  Arthur Stensland (son of Tobias), was married 

in 1952 and began his dairy operation with only 12 cows. Art's 

young sons grew up milking and working on the farm. Eventually, 

Doug (the oldest son) joined his father in the operation. They 

decided to retire the dairy operation - tear apart and sell the 

equipment. Fast forward to 2003 and grandson twins, Jason and 

Justin (17 years old) approached their grandfather Art about 

restarting the dairy to earn money for college. Doug and Mona 

helped the boys acquire the funds needed and with the knowledge 

from their father and grandfather they began putting hours in before 

and after school, milking twice a day with the help of their younger 

brother, Kyle. Over the next 8 years, the dairy would grow to a 

robotic system milking 250 cows.  In 2015, the farm broke ground 

for the creamery where we now process milk, cheese, and ice cream. 

The entire family operation has grown to include Jason and Justin, 

along with their families, their brother Kyle, parents Doug and Mona as well as their sister Leah (Stensland) Moller. 

Every single member of our family is involved and dedicated to our mission.  Jason and Justin primarily run the creamery, Kyle oversees 

the farm operations with the assistance of Doug, Leah can be found running the Sioux Falls store as well as overseeing all marketing, Paige 

assists with marketing and social media, Chelsea coordinates our tours and Mona has the sweetest job of all, making our ice cream.  But, 

what about the kids?  You can see them, well, pretty much anywhere we are!  They love to be involved and helping in any way they can. 
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Ryan Quarles, Kentucky Commissioner of Agriculture -  Key Note Speaker = Awards Banquet 

Ryan Quarles was elected Kentucky’s Commissioner of Agriculture in 2015. Under his 

leadership, the Kentucky Department of Agriculture (KDA) started several new programs, 

including initiatives to combat hunger and connect Kentucky farmers to new markets. 

As a result of his Kentucky Hunger Initiative, Kentucky now has the strongest food donation 

immunity law in the country, and more Kentuckians are talking about the chronic problem of 

food insecurity than ever before. Under his direction, the KDA continues to look for more 

opportunities for Kentucky farmers to grow domestic and international markets. 

On the national level, Commissioner Quarles serves as Secretary-Treasurer of the National 

Association of State Departments of Agriculture (NASDA) and as Chairman of the 

Republican Agriculture Commissioners Committee (RACC). 

Prior to serving as Commissioner of Agriculture, Quarles represented Scott, Owen, and Fayette counties for three terms in the General 

Assembly, where he was an outspoken advocate for agricultural issues affecting Kentucky families. 

In 2006, Quarles graduated from the University of Kentucky with three undergraduate majors and two graduate degrees. In 2008, he was 

awarded a full scholarship to Harvard University, where he studied higher education, government, and law. After graduating with a 

Master’s degree in higher education, he returned home to finish his last year of law school at the University of Kentucky. 

Ryan grew up on his family's farm in Scott County, coming from a family that has lived in central Kentucky for over 200 years. At the age 

of 34, Commissioner Quarles is the youngest statewide elected official in the country. 

 

Tamara Sandberg, Executive Director of the Kentucky Association of Food Banks 

 

Tamara Sandberg has served as Executive Director of the Kentucky Association of Food Banks since 

2011. She has been volunteering at food pantries and soup kitchens since high school and has worked in 

the nonprofit realm for over two decades. Tamara has a Master of Science degree in Family and Consumer 

Sciences from the University of Wyoming. She lives in Berea with her husband and son; her daughter is a 

student at Belmont University in Nashville.  

 

 

 

 

Mike Sullivan is the Support Branch Manager of Kentucky Department of Education Division of School 

and Community Nutrition (SCN).  

This branch processes all the claims for reimbursement and USDA reporting for all of Kentucky’s 

Child Nutrition Programs as well as administers the Summer Food Service Program.  Mike received 

his Bachelor’s degree from Campbellsville University and a Masters from Eastern Kentucky 

University.   Before joining SCN in late 2010, Mike taught elementary and preschool and worked in his 

family’s child care center which was one of the very first Child and Adult Care Food Program sponsors 

in the state of Kentucky.  Mike and his wife Melissa live in Campbellsville, Kentucky with their two 

sons Chase and Tate. 


