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Kentucky Milk Matters produced by Carey Brown

President’s Corner
Thomas Sumner

I’m writing this while planting my second to last field of corn silage of what has 
been one of the driest Aprils I can remember. As I pull out my lunch, I reach 
past the rice cakes and carrots my wife packed me and choose the Easter candy I 
took from my son’s Easter basket and think about how one day he might be doing 
this same job in the same field. I’m only 29, I’m not thinking about retirement, 
but thinking about how the actions I’m doing today could affect my son’s future. 
Will this field have better fertility when he farms it than it is now? Will the 
silage produce more tons per acre? How much better will the quality be? Will 
we even be planting corn? What if we don’t even own this field anymore? What 
if we are no longer dairy farmers? People always say don’t dwell on the past, 
but sometimes thinking about the future is just as bad. As I snap back to the 
present day from the beep of the auto steer, I tell myself I have to do everything 
I possibly can to keep this farm and lifestyle alive to pass it on one day to my son. 
The same is said for the dairy industry in Kentucky. Thank you for electing me 
as president of KDDC and I look forward to doing what I can to ensure every 
dairy farmer in Kentucky has a prosperous future, just like the one I hope to pass 
on to my son one day. With that being said, I better actually eat my carrots today. 
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Barren County 
Extension Office 

Rapid analysis
Identify areas for improvement 

Optimize harvest timing, 
fertilization, and storage 
methods
Targeted feeding of livestock
Market hay based on feed value 
for greater profit margins

BENEFITS

Better Product, Better Product, 
Bigger Profit! Bigger Profit! 

Near-Infrared (NIR) Spectroscopy offers rapid analysis of forage and hay samples, 
quickly determining key nutritional components like relative forage quality (RFQ), crude 
protein (CP), total digestible nutrients (TDN) fiber, and mineral content.  We also offer 
corn silage testing.

Market your product wth confidence!

KSU’S FORAGE AND HAY TESTING LAB

Testing is FREE!
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Executive Director Comments
Tori Embry

Happy June Dairy Month! This is our favorite time of year, 
when we get to show our appreciation to dairy producers 
for all the work they put in on a daily basis. This year, the 
celebration carries even more meaning as our producers have 
worked through several challenges over the past few months.

There’s no doubt that 2026 has put the pressure on Kentucky 
dairy producers. While we had expectations that it would be a 
difficult year, we are only recently realizing some uncalculated 
impacts. At the beginning of April, we learned that several 
Kentucky dairy producers received a notice from Borden’s to 
suspend their contract. This was a result of shifting needs for 
raw milk as new bottling plants come online. Fortunately, we 
expect many of those producers to find a home for their milk 
with other markets in the state. Despite facing overwhelming 
odds, these farms are going to continue moving forward.

We’ve talked to so many producers about this situation, and 
we are hearing the same thing again and again. Even those 
with a secure market are looking at what they’re doing, why 
they’re doing it, and what their future looks like. We’re facing 
fertilizer and fuel costs that have increased more than 20% 
compared to last year. There will likely be more milk plants 
throughout the Southeast impacted by new plant openings, 
and margins are expected to remain tight throughout the year. 
There is no doubt that producers across the state are feeling 
the pressure of all these challenges.

And through all of this- as I’m reminded by those who have 
been in this industry much longer than I- the cows still must 
be milked. Prices go up and down, margins thin and expand, 
and dairy farmers are adept at facing these challenges head-
on and continuing to do what they do best.

So, those of us at KDDC will spend time celebrating this 
resilience, dedication, and hard work this month in an effort 
to show dairy producers how much we appreciate them. But 
our work goes beyond this one month. This year, we have 
worked to connect farmers with new opportunities and 
support competitive markets within the state to minimize 
the losses during situations like this. We have helped to 
educate on legislation that will increase milk hauling weight 
limits, with hopes of creating efficiencies and lower costs for 
transporting milk. As I’m writing this, this bill is currently 
sitting with the Governor and we are hopeful it will be signed 
into law soon. 

You can also expect KDDC to continue to provide programming 
that supports the future of the Kentucky dairy industry. With 
guidance from our Board, our team has reinvigorated the 

   In Glasgow:              On the Web:               In Danville:
1-800-786-2870          www.burkmann.com       1-800-786-2875

DON’T LET FORAGES
STRIKE YOU OUT THIS SEASON

SPEAK WITH A NUTRITIONIST TODAY
ABOUT HITTING A GRAND SLAM

Young Dairy Producers of Kentucky initiative. Monthly farm 
visits are being planned to not only show this group new ways 
of doing things but also help connect this generation of dairy 
producers with peers who have similar goals. With our Dairy 
Impact Program application period closing, we’re excited to 
award funds to projects that have an eye on the future and solve 
on-farm problems with innovative solutions. The energy that 
comes from programming like this invigorates our team as we 
work with our board and KDDC members to begin planning our 
programming for 2027-2028.

As we move through June Dairy Month, be sure to check our 
KDDC platforms to keep up with where to celebrate with us as 
we’re out and about helping to tell your Kentucky dairy story. 
From all of us at KDDC, thank you for all you do, the dedication 
you bring to dairy, and for keeping this community thriving! 
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Young Dairy Producers of Kentucky Kickoff Farm Series
Melissa Huggett 

KDDC kicked off the new Young 
Dairy Producers of Kentucky 
(YDPK) Monthly Farm Visit Series 
on March 26 with visits to Long 
Family Dairy and T & K Dairy. 
Developed in response to producer 
feedback from the February KDDC 
Board Meeting, this series offers 
young dairy producers a flexible, 
low-pressure environment to tour 
Kentucky dairies, exchange ideas, 
solve problems, and network with 
peers. 

March visits highlighted innovative 
facilities and management practices. 
Seventeen participants toured Long 
Family Dairy, where they explored 
manure management practices from 
barn to field application, viewed 
the manure solids separator, toured 
the parlor and basement facilities, 
and wrapped up the visit in the 
dairy’s newest calf barn. Twelve 
participants attended the visit to 
T & K Dairy to see their sorting 
facilities, parlor, direct-to-truck 
milking process, and in-line milk 
cooling equipment. 

In April we visited Legacy Dairy 
where Doug and Genelle Jones 
milk 28 cows on 17 acres providing 
milk for their on-farm bottling 
operation in 2020. They feature a 
value-added operation focused on 
producing high-quality, cream-line 
milk. Though it is a small-scale 
operation they have thrived through 
innovation and intentional business 
modeling utilizing the Southeast 
Dairy Business Innovation Initiative 
(SDBII) grant program to invest 
in key infrastructure improvements, 
including an automated bottling 
system, a 500-gallon pasteurizer, a 
date printer for labels, and in-house 
antibiotic testing equipment 
which has significantly improved 
efficiency and overall sustainability 
of the operation.

We look forward to continuing this 
monthly series. Be sure to follow 
the KDDC Facebook and Webpage 
for updates on future dates and 
locations. We look forward to 
hearing from producers interested 
in attending, hosting a visit, or 
suggesting future tours or topics!
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Beef-on-Dairy Has Come a Long Way, Hurdles Still Remain
Taylor Leach

Beef-on-dairy has evolved rapidly in just 
a few short years. What started as a way 
to add value to surplus dairy calves has 
become a major and increasingly refined 
part of the beef supply.

In a short period of time, the industry has 
refined genetics, improved calf value and 
built stronger connections between the 
dairy and beef sectors. But while adoption 
has grown rapidly, the system isn’t perfect, 
and several hurdles still remain.

During an episode of “The Beef Podcast 
Show,” Dr. Tara Felix from Penn State 
University discussed some of these 
challenges.

Disconnected Calf Management

One of the biggest hurdles starts at birth. 
Many dairy producers sell calves shortly 
after they’re born, meaning they rarely see 
the long-term impact of early management 
decisions.

“The calf is born and then it leaves,” 
Felix says. “[Dairy producers are] taking 
that extra money and letting the calf be 
someone else’s problem.”

That mindset shows how early calf care is 
often disconnected from how the animal 
performs later. Some of the most important 
decisions, such as making sure the calf 
gets good colostrum, happen in the first 
few hours of life. But linking those early 
decisions to final carcass value remains 
difficult.

Related Stories

“We have very few longitudinal studies, 
from birth all the way to slaughter, to 
convince those calf ranches [and dairy 
producers] that they need to be making a 
difference,” Felix adds.

A Fragmented Supply Chain

Beef-on-dairy calves typically pass through 
multiple operations before harvest, 
creating a system where responsibility and 
information are often disconnected.

“We send them from the dairy to the wet 
calf ranch, then to the grower ranch, then 
to the feedlot, and finally to the packer,” 
Felix says.

That fragmented structure makes it difficult 
to track animals from birth to carcass and 
share performance data across the supply 
chain.

“There’s a big opportunity to track beef-
on-dairy cattle through the whole system, 

get that information back, and use it to 
make improvements,” Felix says.

More vertically integrated systems could 
help close those gaps.

“There are already parts of the beef-on-
dairy industry that are becoming what I 
would call vertically integrated,” Felix says. 
“They’re the perfect model.”

She believes more of these integrated 
operations will emerge in the future as the 
industry looks for ways to connect early 
management with final performance.

Missing Research on Young Calves

Despite rapid growth in beef-on-dairy, 
there are still major gaps in research, 
particularly during the early growth period.

“We know very little about calves between 
250 and 450 pounds. I see a huge gap in 
our knowledge about rumen development, 
especially for beef-on-dairy calves,” Felix 
says.

Calves often move quickly from individual 
hutches into group feeding systems before 
their rumens are fully developed.

“We take these calves out of the hutch, put 
some feed in front of them, and expect 
them to adapt on their own, even though 
their rumens aren’t fully developed,” Felix 
says.

Early health events during that time can 

also affect carcass quality much later.

“These calves can be impacted at 60 
days of age with an insult that’s going 
to ultimately end up messing up their 
marbling characteristics,” Felix says.

Health Challenges at the Finish Line

Even when cattle reach the feedlot, health 
issues can still impact value. Liver abscesses 
remain a persistent concern in some 
regions, and researchers still don’t fully 
understand how these infections begin or 
how long they persist in the animal.

“I think it’s critical to figure out what the 
heck is causing this issue, and where it’s 
starting,” Felix says. “These are all things 
that we really don’t have any idea about.”

The System is Here to Stay

Despite the challenges, the role of beef-
on-dairy in the beef supply is unlikely to 
shrink.

“Beef-on-dairy is here to stay. So, let’s be 
clear about that,” Felix says.

The next phase will depend on closing 
knowledge gaps, improving data flow 
through the supply chain and refining calf 
management from birth forward. As those 
hurdles are addressed, the industry will 
be better positioned to turn a fast-growing 
concept into a fully optimized production 
system.

Beef-on-Dairy Calves (Courtesy of Diamond V)
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All In For Ag Week: Mooooving Education Forward 
Lindsie Logsdon 

KY All-in-for-Ag Week was a tremendous 
success for the Kentucky Dairy 
Development Council (KDDC) as we 
proudly reached students, educators, and 
communities with engaging, hands on 
agricultural education. 

Throughout the week, KDDC 
representatives visited several schools to 
teach students about the importance of 
agriculture, with a strong focus on dairy. 
Students learned where their food comes 
from, how cows are milked, how dairy 
products are made, milk and food safety, 
livestock safety, and the journey from 
farm to consumer. These lessons helped 
connect classroom learning to real-world 
agriculture.

Adair County All-in-for-Ag Week 
Events
KDDC participated in Adair County’s 
All-in-for-Ag Week in collaboration with 
the lead sponsors Dairy Alliance and KY 
Department of Agriculture, along with 
other special guests, Kentucky 4-H, 
Kentucky FFA, Kentucky Department 
of Education, for the debut of the new 
children’s book Millie’s Farm Day. 

We started our day at the elementary 
school, where students were excited to 
welcome the team for a hands-on learning 
experience. Through an interactive 
demonstration, students learned how fresh 
mozzarella cheese is made, giving them a 
behind the scenes look at the dairy process 
from milk to finished product. The activity 
helped bring agriculture to life, allowing 
students to connect what they learn in the 
classroom to the food they enjoy every day. 
You’ll find the FFA team from this engaging 
experience pictured below.

Alexa Castrejon, Maycee Hovious – 
treasurer, Myla Curry – president, Alyssa 
Greer – building communities committee 
chair
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In the library, Millie’s Farm Day made 
its special debut as the young 13 year old 
author, Ayla Tolentino, proudly read from 
the book she had written herself, joined 
by State 4 H President, Case Shirrell, 
who helped share the story with a group 
of attentive students. The children were 
fascinated not only by the story’s farm 
and dairy themes, but also by the fact 
that someone so close to their own age 
had written a real book. Many students 
eagerly asked questions and shared how 
excited they were to learn more about dairy 
and farming. Their enthusiasm carried 
throughout the day, especially during the 
cheesemaking activities, where students 
lit up with excitement as they watched 
milk transform into fresh mozzarella. 
The combination of youth leadership, 
storytelling, and hands on learning made 
the experience memorable and inspiring 
for everyone involved.

After participating in a virtual field trip 
at Tony Compton’s dairy farm, students 
had the exciting opportunity to take 
part in a live, interactive interview. The 
panel included Kentucky Commissioner 
of Agriculture Jonathan Shell, Kentucky 
Commissioner of Education Robbie 
Fletcher, Millie’s Farm Day author Ayla 
Tolentino, and dairy farmer Tony Compton.  
Educators were also invited to participate, 
asking thoughtful questions about ways to 
incorporate agriculture into the classroom 
and learning more about Tony’s dairy 
operation. The lively discussion kept 
students engaged throughout the field 
trip, making the virtual experience feel 
personal, educational, and inspiring.

Kentucky Kate: From cows to the classroom
KDDC’s signature dairy ambassador, Kentucky Kate, visited multiple schools during the 
week, including:
•	 Temple Hill Elementary School 
•	 Red Cross Elementary School
•	 Barren County 4-H Moo Crew
•	 Barren County Middle School 
•	 Ky FFA Camp Ag Expo

During these visits, Kentucky Kate taught students about:
•	 Livestock and farm safety
•	 Dairy products and nutrition
•	 The dairy industry in Kentucky
•	 Consumer and food safety
•	 The role agriculture plays in everyday life
•	 Careers in the Dairy industry
•	 Life of a dairy farmer
•	 Tank to table
•	 Biosecurity 

Students were highly engaged, asked thoughtful questions, and enjoyed learning through 
interactive lessons and age-appropriate activities. The Dairy Alliance and SouthLand are 
always sending dairy promos to pass out in the classroom with Kentucky Kate.

Making an Impact
Kentucky All-in-for-Ag Week provided an incredible opportunity for KDDC and our 
partners to educate Kentucky’s youth, strengthen community relationships, and promote 
agricultural awareness. By working alongside farmers, educators, FFA, 4 H, and statewide 
partners, we were able to make a meaningful impact and inspire the next generation to 
better understand and appreciate Kentucky agriculture. We are looking forward to the next 
All-in-for-Ag Week scheduled September 21-25, 2026. If you would like to have Kentucky 
Kate visit your school, contact Lindsie Logsdon at (859)516-1619 for more information and 
how to make reservations.
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Fly Concerns in Dairy Operations

Flies are not only a nuisance to us and 
our animals but can transmit pathogens 
causing diseases such as mastitis, as 
well as cause decreased milk production, 
defensive behaviors, and possible injury 
through stomping and other behaviors at 
high fly levels. The main culprits in dairy 
operations are house flies and stable 
flies. These species are what are known 
as “premise flies” as they are often 
associated with confined areas, structures, 
and around buildings. This is opposed 
to “pasture flies” like face flies and horn 
flies, which are more often found in open 
areas and typically more common around 
pastured beef cattle operations compared 
to dairy.

House flies do not actually bite animals 
but rather feed on them with sponging 
mouthparts that lap up mucous and fluids 
to consume protein sources, typically 
around the nose and eyes. While they 
do not bite animals, they can be a 
considerable nuisance for the animals 
and caretakers as they can reach high 
populations in suitable environments. 

What is a suitable environment for a fly? 
Anywhere with nutrient sources for adults 
and larval stages (maggots), resting spots, 
and moisture. We’ll talk specifics in the 
management section. 

Even though house flies do not bite 
animals, they can still transmit pathogens 
by mechanically moving them from 
manure and other bacteria-laden sites to 
animals, with the potential for infection in 
the animal or introducing bacteria to milk 
products. House flies can cause avoidance 
and defensive behaviors with high fly 
populations. They reproduce in organic 
matter, mainly manure but also bedding, 
spilled feed, and decaying silage. Unlike 
face flies, they prefer manure that is at 
least three days old, making clean out and 
manure management an important step in 
fly reduction.

Unlike house flies, stable flies do bite 
animals and require a blood meal as adults 
to complete their life cycle. In general, 
they are associated with greater impacts 
on cattle health, welfare, and productivity. 
They can cause cows to bunch together, 

Fly Management Recommendations 
for Dairy Cattle Operations
Hannah S. Tiffin Assistant Extension Professor of Veterinary Entomology, Department of Entomology, University of Kentucky

stomp, and increased tail swishing due 
to annoyance of fly presence and bites. 
These behaviors can result in decreased 
milk production. Stable flies can bite 
anywhere on the animal but are more 
frequently found on the lower half of the 
animal, particularly around the legs and 
belly. Cows consistently stomping is a 
good indicator of a stable fly problem. 
These flies can be found in the barns 
themselves and reproduce in wet or moist 
organic matter, such as wet straw from 
bedding (particularly soiled bedding), 
manure, spilled feed, silage, and grass 
clippings.

Fly Management Recommendations

What is IPM?

Integrated pest management (IPM) 
is critical for effective long-term fly 
management. This strategy relies on 
monitoring fly numbers and identifying 
the species affecting your animals and 
facilities, identifying and reducing fly 
breeding sites, and using a variety of 
tools and tactics to manage and control 
fly populations around your facility. Flies 
are particularly adept at developing 
insecticide resistance, so it is important to 
use a variety of management strategies 
and focus on sanitation first, rather than 
relying on chemical products alone.

Fly Identification

Effective control relies on identifying 
the pest of concern at your facility. 
Fortunately, the two main species of fly 

at dairy operations are relatively simple 
to differentiate. Both are about the same 
size, but stable flies have a distinctive 
checkered abdomen (circled in diagram). 
House flies often have a yellow tint on 
the sides of their abdomen, but their 
abdomen is never checkered like a stable 
fly. Additionally, once you catch some flies 
on traps, you can check their mouthparts 
for distinctive differences. House flies 
have sponging mouthparts below their 
heads, while stable flies have a sharp 
biting mouthpiece that often extends 
straight forwards from their head, though 
it’s direction will depend how they landed 
when trapped or killed and may get folded 
underneath the head (arrow in diagram).

Sanitation

The most important aspect of fly IPM is 
sanitation and manure management. Both 
house flies and stable flies are grouped 
into the “filth flies” category – meaning that 
they rely on “filth” sources for breeding 
sites – places with manure, spilled feed, 
and other areas with high organic matter 
and moisture content. In fact, most of the 
flies’ life cycle is spent in these locations, 
with only the adults leaving to be on or 
near animals. This is why sanitation is 
critical for fly control, as the immature 
stages will spend up to three weeks in 
these locations. Manure and bedding 
should be cleaned out at least twice per 
month, ideally weekly from confined areas. 
In some situations, manure may need to 
be cleaned out daily, depending on the 

Figure 1: Diagram of stable fly versus house fly. Modified, diagram by Elanco.

stable flies house flies
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confinement level and amount of waste 
as well as during particularly hot and wet 
parts of the year when fly populations are 
at their highest. A spring cleanout is an 
excellent first step to reduce potential fly 
problems before “fly season” begins in 
the warmer months.

Physical Traps and Barriers

Fortunately, there are some simple 
options you can implement as well. 
These include using fly sticky tapes, 
ribbons, and traps. These can be highly 
effective at catching and managing 
low- to moderate-level fly populations. 
Installing screens and tight barriers can 
keep flies out of particularly sensitive 
areas, such as milking rooms. Make sure 
to regularly check and repair holes in 
screening. Sticky cards and tape as well 
as light traps can be used in these areas 
to catch any incidental flies that find a 
way into these locations. 

Biocontrol

Another option to try is the use of 
parasitoid wasps. These little creatures 
target and kill flies when they are in their 
pupal stage, killing them before they can 
emerge as adults. In dairy operations 
in the Northeast, the parasitoid species 
Muscidifurax raptor has been shown 
to naturally occur on dairy farms and 
effectively target filth flies as part of a 
fly IPM program. There is conflicting 
evidence on the success of using 
parasitoid wasps for fly control but if used 
as part of an IPM plan that builds on the 
aforementioned sanitation and physical 
barrier tactics, parasitoids could provide 
an effective additional means of control.

Chemical Control

Lastly, chemical controls can be used as 
an effective component of the operation’s 
overall IPM strategy. There are numerous 
chemical control options including on-
animal sprays and application options, 
space sprays, residual premise sprays, 
baits, and larvicides. The options are 
highly dependent on facility setup, 
resource and time availability for 
consistent applications, and planned use 
with other options such as biocontrol, 
as some chemical options are not 
compatible with parasitoids and other 
biocontrol strategies. Unfortunately, 
residual sprays have been over-used and 
flies have developed resistance to many 
of these chemical compounds. These 
should only be used when other options 
are unavailable, unsuitable, or ineffective. 
Insecticide use must be tightly controlled 
in milk rooms. For details on insecticide 
options, see the boxed resources.

Figure 2: House and stable flies breed in areas where moist organic matter is present. Common 
fly breeding sites on livestock operations include locations in and around (1) calf hutches, espe-
cially inside corners; (2) silo leak and spill areas; (3) animal stalls and pens, feed preparation, 
storage and manger areas, near water sources; (4) calf, hospital, and maternity areas; (5) water 
tanks; (6) feed troughs; (7) inside and outside manure handling areas. Figure from Watson et al. 
(2009).

Figure 3: Parasitoid life cycle. Fly lays eggs 
that develop into larvae (maggots), then 
pupae. A) Parasitoid adults locate fly pupae 
and lay their egg(s) in the pupal case. B) The 
parasitoid larvae hatches and feeds on the 
developing fly in the pupal case, killing the fly. 
C) After feeding on the fly and completing its 
immature development, the parasitoid wasp 
emerges; potentially reducing fly populations 
through this cycle of parasitism. Diagram 
made in Canva Pro, Tiffin BITE Lab.

Additional Resources
entomology.mgcafe.uky.edu/sites/
entomology.ca.uky.edu/files/ent12-
dairy.pdf for details on insecticide 
use in dairy facilities, including in 
milk rooms.

Chemical control options for 
different pests and facility types, 
only available on desktop: 
veterinaryentomology.org/vetpestx 

New site, available on mobile: 
pomerix.com/vetpestx

UKY Pest Management Resources

bitelabky.mgcafe.uky.edu 
(veterinary entomology concerns), 
updated fly management 
resources available with more 
coming soon!

https://entomology.mgcafe.uky.
edu/extension-entomology pest 
identification and management for 
crops, human health, livestock, and 
other concerns.
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C E L E B R A T I N G  A L L  T H I N G S  D A I R Y
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EKU Agriculture Department Competes at the  
National Dairy Challenge competition

Barbara Jones 

The spring 2026 Eastern Kentucky University 
Dairy Challenge team participated in the 
National Dairy Challenge in Sioux Falls, 
SD April 12-14,2026. Dairy Challenge is 
the premier collegiate dairy experience 
where students combine theory and real-
world application to a dairy farm while 
working in a team setting. This year’s team 
members were Gracie Lynch, Audrey Spry, 
and Rinna West.

During the national competition university 
teams compete against each other, if not 
enough students can form a team, an 
aggregate team can form. Eastern Kentucky 
University Formed an Aggregate team with 
a student from Michigan State. During 
the competition students have access to 
the farm data in the form of PC Dart and 
financial records. After combing through 
the data, the students are given access to the 
farm to conduct a boots-on-the-ground-

assessment. After the on-farm portion, 
students work with their team to complete 
a presentation of recommendations on 
how the farm can improve and how the 
suggested improvements will impact the 
farm financially. Presentations are made 
to a panel of experts in the dairy industry.

This year’s national competition was the 
largest in history with over 300 students 
participating. This year’s team placed 
fourth in the competition. This impressive 
result beat out teams like Virginia Tech, 
Cal Poly, and McGill University.

This fast-paced competition is so important 
for students’ development. We look forward 
to competing at the Southern Region Dairy 
Challenge and also look forward to EKU 
hosting the fall 2026 Southern Regional 
Dairy Challenge for the first time ever. We 
are so thankful to KDDC for supporting 
our team! Left to right: Coach: Dr. Barb Jones, Gracie 

Lynch, Audrey Spry, Rinna West

Dairy Related Youth Events and Shows

JUN 1-2 KY Junior Livestock Expo East Derrickson Ag Complex, Morehead, KY

JUN 5 Edmonton District Dairy Show Metcalfe County Fairgrounds, Edmonton, KY 

JUN 6 Harrodsburg Dairy Show Mercer County Fairgrounds, Harrodsburg, KY

JUN 9 Shelby County Dairy Show Shelby County Fairgrounds, Shelbyville, KY 

JUN 12-13 KY Junior Livestock Expo Western Rivers William “Bill” Cherry Ag Expo Center Murray, KY

JUN 18-20 Liberty Dairy Show & Events Casey County Ag Expo Center, Liberty, KY

JUN 20 Boyd County Fair Open Dairy Show Boyd County Fairgrounds, Ashland, KY

JUL 9 Southern KY District Dairy Show Hart County Fairgrounds, Munfordville, KY

JUL 10 Barren County Fair Dairy Show Barren County Fairgrounds, Glasgow, KY

JUL 11 Jessamine County Fair Dairy Show Jessamine County Fairgrounds, Nicholasville, KY

JUL 16 Hardin County District Dairy Show Hardin County Fairgrounds, Glendale, KY

JUL 24-25 Kentucky Junior Livestock Expo L.D. Brown Center WKU, Bowling Green, KY
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The Impact of Heat Stress on  
Milk Quality and Production

Jared Patterson 

Milk quality is an important metric that 
producers pay attention to and closely 
monitor in the dairy industry. Milk quality 
directly affects the safety, consistency, and 
marketability of products. It is important 
that we as members in this industry 
understand the importance of milk quality 
and how to help deal with it while our cattle 
undergo heat stress in these coming months.

Dairy cattle are mostly productive in what 
we call the “thermoneutral zone”, which 
is typically between 41-degree Fahrenheit 
and 77-degree Fahrenheit. Once the THI 
(Temperature-Humidity Index) crosses over 
that zone, cattle prioritize thermoregulation, 
which is basically the cow cooling themselves 
down through panting and sweating, rather 
than milk production. We usually refer to 
this as the “summer slump.” Here in our 
state, we can expect this, with our hottest 
months each year reaching up to higher 80 
to low 90 degrees Fahrenheit. The natural 
response of a cow is to eat less, reducing 
its dry matter intake to minimize the heat 
made by digestion. Heat stress also changes 
the cow’s metabolism. This metabolic shift 
is a reason why our milk fat and protein 
percentages drop. This metabolic change 
also prevents the cow from using body fat as 
an energy source for milk production. 

Heat stress directly affects milk quality. 
Heat stress is a primary factor linked to 
an increase in SCC (Somatic Cell Count). 
SCC is the standard for measuring milk 
quality and udder health. During hotter 
weather several factors drive SCC up 
including immune suppression. Heat stress 
weakens the cattle’s immune system, making 
them more susceptible to mastitis causing 
pathogens. Environmental pressures should 
also be considered. Bacteria thrive in warm 
moist bedding, while the cattle lie in the 
shade or near fans, they often come in direct 

contact with high concentrations of bacteria, 
leading to increased infection rates. 

To help maintain milk quality and 
production when our cattle go through these 
hotter months, there are several strategies 
that we as producers can implement. We 
can start by physically cooling the cows. We 
can provide fans and soakers in our facilities 
where the cattle will be spending time. Key 
places like holding pens or feed bunks are 
great places to provide evaporative cooling. 
A good rule of thumb is to have air speed be 
between 4-6 mph and our soakers operate at 
1-3 minutes on followed by 10-15 minutes 
off.  For our grazing producers, shade 
with trees or movable canopies is equally 
important. 

Since our cattle’s dry matter intake will 
decrease during these hotter months, it is 
important that we address the nutritional 
deficit by increasing the rations energy 
density and using high quality forages to help 
maintain their needs. Increasing electrolytes 
(potassium, sodium, and magnesium) and 
adding a buffer like sodium bicarbonate can 
help stabilize the rumen. By doing this we 
can help our cows maintain their diet and 
keep milk quality and production stable, 
rather than letting it decrease.

Finally, access to cool and clean water is also 
critically important. A high producing cow 
can drink up to 50 gallons of water per day. 
During the heat, this demand can double. By 
providing adequate water access 24 hours a 
day, cattle will be able to consume the water 
needed to combat heat stress.

We all know that heat stress is something to 
expect this summer. It is something that we 
cannot avoid however, with planning and 
attention to details we can maintain high 
milk quality and minimize the “summer 
slump.”
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Milk Prices

FMMO 5

www.malouisville.com

April 2026

Class 1 Advanced Price 

(@3.5% BF)

$24.26

May 2026

Class 1 Advanced Price

(@3.5% BF)

$25.75
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www.fmmatlanta.com

 April 2026

Class 1 Advanced Price

(@3.5%)

$24.46

May 2026

Class 1 Advanced Price

(@3.5%)

$25.95
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Elite Opportunities Sale: 
When a Dream Becomes Reality Among Dairy Industry Friends

Lindsie Logsdon 

In early March, Kelli and Tyler Buckley hosted the Elite 
Opportunities Sale and Showmanship Elite Clinic at 
Buck Meadow Farm in Lawrenceburg, Ky. The event was 
a partnership with fellow dairy enthusiasts and friends 
and marked the realization of a dream the Buckleys 
had held for years. While they had always envisioned 
hosting a sale someday, hesitation remained due to the 
scale and responsibility of such an event. Reflecting 
afterward, Kelli shared, “We were just overwhelmed by 
all the support shown by everyone and a huge thank 
you to all that participated in any way.”

The Elite Opportunities Sale drew participants from 24 
states, two Canadian provinces, and three countries, 
reaching from California to Maine and Minnesota to 
Texas, as well as Georgia to Columbia and everywhere 
in between. The sale included 120 lots with an official 
average of $5,037 per lot, grossing over $600,000. All 
seven dairy breeds were represented, along with a 
crowd favorite, a Highland mini calf. Each lot featured a 
banner-hanging pedigree, adding to the professionalism 
and presentation of the sale.

On Friday, a down-on-the-farm Dairy Showmanship 
Clinic welcomed more than 75 youth participants 
for the first Annual Showman Elite Clinic. Callum 
McKinven and Kathy Beerwort conducted the clinic, 
which provided Kentucky 4-H dairy youth with three 
hours of hands-on education to help prepare them for 
the 2026 show season. Age-division winners received 
prizes, and additional door prizes were provided by the 
sale crew. Items included clippers, clipping chute mats, 
semen, sale logo items, and sale credits.

64th Kentucky National Show & Sales: 
Shaping the Next Generation

Lindsie Logsdon 

The 64th Kentucky National Dairy Show 
and Sale featured 106 lots, with total 
sales approaching $400,000, highlighting 
the continued strength of the dairy show 
market. Colored breeds remain in high 
demand within the show industry, while 
high dairy quality cattle continue to be 
sought nationwide, as demonstrated at 
the recent shows in Louisville, Kentucky.

During the event, Deputy Commissioner 
Warren Beeler presented premium 
and sponsorship checks in support 
of the Kentucky Nationals Dairy 
Youth Program, reinforcing the state’s 
commitment to youth development in 
the dairy industry.

Held in conjunction with the Kentucky 

Nationals was Kentucky 4-H Cow Camp, 
an educational experience designed to 
invest in the next generation of dairy 
enthusiasts and influence their future 
judging and leadership careers. This 
year, 34 youth participants from across 
the state participated in Cow Camp, 
gaining hands-on experience and 
valuable industry knowledge.
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A Very Dairy Affair 
The Kentucky State Fair has come and gone and once again Southland Dairy Farmers was in 
attendance throughout it. As one of the biggest events of the year, our team shows up in full force 
to promote the industry and support our farmers on multiple fronts.  

• Before the fair begins, Southland Dairy Farmers donates to the annual cheese 
auction.  A cheese basket is then put together and bid on at the event. The money 
raised from this auction and its sponsors goes toward the Junior Dairy Show. This 
year enough money was raised to allow every showman to receive a portion.  

• Butter and yogurt are provided for the commodities breakfast to help celebrate the 
industries’ diverse products. All left over yogurts and a few cheese sticks were 
handed out to the dairy showmen. 

• Israel and Oliva gave milking demonstrations with our Mobile Dairy Classroom 
throughout the entirety of the fair. 

• At the Gazebo you can find members of the Southland Dairy Farmer team handing 
out cheese to fair goers. This year 50,000 protein packed nutritious snacks were 
handed out. 

This fair usually sees over 600,000 giving Southland Dairy Farmers a large audience to promote 
the dairy industry, help show people where their food comes from, and teach about the nutritional 
benefits of milk and all its wonderful products. 

 

 
The Southland Team with the cheese basket for the auction 

 Southland Dairy Farmers continues to stay active across 
Kentucky, with a steady mix of events, partnerships, and 
outreach efforts aimed at maintaining strong connections with 
both farmers and local communities.

In January, ice cream scoops were provided for Kentucky Youth 
Soccer’s Winter Workshop, offering a simple but effective way to 
be part of the event and connect with a younger audience. 

At the KDDC Conference in February, Southland Dairy Farmers 
was able to spend time with both new and existing farmers. The 
event led to several new sign-ups and gave the team a chance to 
reconnect with partners already in the network. As Isreal Mullins 
shared, “We were able to catch up and touch base with some 
of the farmers we work with, including some who requested 
promotional items to give out in their local schools.” Attendance 
was strong, even with a stretch of especially nice weather 
following earlier adverse conditions.

The coming months have plenty more in store for Southland 
Dairy Farmers:

The Kentucky Youth Soccer Presidents Cup will take place over 
two weekends, May 15–17 and May 23–24. The Mobile Dairy 
Classroom will be present for the first weekend and chocolate 
milk samples will be passed out at the second. 

Ice cream sandwiches will once again be passed out at the 
Kentucky Special Olympics being held June 5–7 and the Mobile 
Dairy Classroom will be there to show athletes and spectators 
where their milk comes from and why it’s so important. 

The Dairy Day games will be held at the Lexington Legends on 
June 12 and the Bowling Green Hot Rods on June 26. Farmers 
will have the opportunity to spend an evening at the ballpark. 
Be sure to stop by the classroom and say hello to Isreal while 
you’re there. 

The Mobile Dairy Classroom’s summer and fall schedule are 
filling up but there’s still time to request a visit to a school or 
event in your area. Visit our website at southlanddairyfarmers.
com to learn more.

FOR SALE:  
Registered Holstein bulls 

ready to work. AI sired bulls 
and genomic tested. Upton, 
KY. Call Brandon Fields at 

(270) 218-0928.

FOR SALE:  
2 registered 15-month-old 
Holstein bulls, genomic and 
fertility tested. Glasgow, KY. 

Call Brian Long at  
(270) 670-8747.

FOR SALE:  
Walking Bed Trailer, used 
for shavings, Don Kinslow 

(270) 646-0086

Members of KDDC can 
contact us to list an item. To 
list a classified here please 
text information to Lindsie 
Logsdon at (859) 516-1619.
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This dairy promotion update has been brought to you by THE DAIRY ALLIANCE™. For more information, 
contact Elise Carpenter by phone at 270-970-4792 or via e-mail at ecarpenter@thedairyalliance.com.

C E L E B R AT I N G  K E N T U C K Y  A L L  I N  F O R  AG R I C U LT U R E  E D U C AT I O N  W E E KC E L E B R AT I N G  K E N T U C K Y  A L L  I N  F O R  AG R I C U LT U R E  E D U C AT I O N  W E E K

DA I R Y  P R O M OT I O N  U P DAT EDA I R Y  P R O M OT I O N  U P DAT E

In celebration of Kentucky Ag Week, The Dairy Alliance partnered with the Kentucky Department of Ag-
riculture to spotlight dairy farming across the Commonwealth through a blend of literacy and real-world 
learning. At the center of this year’s initiative was Millie’s Farm Day, a children’s book written by Kentucky 
student author Ayla Tolentino and illustrated by fellow student Blakely Beth Callahan. The book focuses 
on dairy farming, showing daily routines on a farm from Millie the cow’s perspective. It highlights mod-
ern dairy farming practices and aims to teach children about agriculture and where food comes from.

To bring the book’s message to life, The Dairy Alliance and the Kentucky Department of Agriculture host-
ed a live virtual farm tour from Compton Dairy Farm on March 17. Open to K–12 classrooms statewide, 
the experience gave students a real-time look at modern dairy farming, including animal care and milk 
production, while reinforcing themes from Millie’s Farm Day. Nearly 450 classrooms registered, reaching Nearly 450 classrooms registered, reaching 
more than 7,800 studentsmore than 7,800 students and creating a direct connection between agriculture, literacy, and creativity.

Following the tour, a live virtual Q&A panel gave participants the chance to dive deep-
er into what they had learned. Kentucky Agriculture Commissioner Jonathan Shell, Ken-
tucky Education Commissioner Robbie Fletcher, dairy farmer Tony Compton, and Millie’s Farm 
Day author Ayla Tolentino answered questions submitted by viewers, offering additional 
insight into dairy farming, the inspiration behind the book, and the role of agriculture across Kentucky.

The program, developed in partnership with the Kentucky Department of Education as part 
of All in for Agriculture Education Week, reflects a shared commitment to advancing agri-
cultural awareness among young learners. By combining student storytelling with a virtu-
al farm tour, the initiative brought Kentucky agriculture into classrooms across the state.

The campaign also generated strong media momentum, with 28 press mentions reaching more 28 press mentions reaching more 
than 17.6 million people and delivering an ad equivalency of more than $407,000than 17.6 million people and delivering an ad equivalency of more than $407,000. Coverage in-
cluded features such as WKYT-TV, which highlighted the student creators behind Millie’s Farm 
Day and their role in promoting agricultural literacy. Together, these efforts extended the pro-
gram’s reach beyond the classroom, reinforcing the importance of connecting students to ag-
riculture and building a stronger understanding of dairy farming across the state of Kentucky.

© 2026 THE DAIRY ALLIANCE
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A Very Dairy Affair 
The Kentucky State Fair has come and gone and once again Southland Dairy Farmers was in 
attendance throughout it. As one of the biggest events of the year, our team shows up in full force 
to promote the industry and support our farmers on multiple fronts.  

• Before the fair begins, Southland Dairy Farmers donates to the annual cheese 
auction.  A cheese basket is then put together and bid on at the event. The money 
raised from this auction and its sponsors goes toward the Junior Dairy Show. This 
year enough money was raised to allow every showman to receive a portion.  

• Butter and yogurt are provided for the commodities breakfast to help celebrate the 
industries’ diverse products. All left over yogurts and a few cheese sticks were 
handed out to the dairy showmen. 

• Israel and Oliva gave milking demonstrations with our Mobile Dairy Classroom 
throughout the entirety of the fair. 

• At the Gazebo you can find members of the Southland Dairy Farmer team handing 
out cheese to fair goers. This year 50,000 protein packed nutritious snacks were 
handed out. 

This fair usually sees over 600,000 giving Southland Dairy Farmers a large audience to promote 
the dairy industry, help show people where their food comes from, and teach about the nutritional 
benefits of milk and all its wonderful products. 

 

 
The Southland Team with the cheese basket for the auction 



MAY 21 KDDC Board Meeting Adair County Extension

MAY 27 Kentucky State Dairy Judging EKU

MAY 28 Young Dairy Producers of Kentucky Meeting 

JUNE IS DAIRY MONTH!

JUN 2 KJLE Morehead, KY

JUN 9-11 State FFA Convention Lexington, KY

JUN 12 Murray State Jr Livestock Expo Murray, KY

JUN 12 June Dairy Night Ballgame (Legends) Lexington, KY

JUN 23 Barren County Moo Crew Blood Drive Barren County Extension

JUN 28 Young Dairy Producers of Kentucky Meeting 

JUN 26 June Dairy Nights Ballgame (Hot Rods) Bowling Green, KY

JUL (TBA) KDDC Farm Field Day Owenton, KY

JUL 6-10 Southeast Dairy Youth Retreat Waynesboro, Georgia

JUL 7-10 American Cheese Society Conference Louisville, KY

JUL 21 UK Corn, Soybean, and Tobacco Field Day Princeton, KY

JUL 24-25 WKU Livestock Expo WKU Expo Center

JUL 29-31 Southeast Value-Added Dairy Conference Knoxville, TN

Need to update your  
Milk Matters subscription? 

Scan the code or visit us at  
kydairy.org/milk-matters-newsletter

176 Pasadena Drive

Lexington, KY 40503

859.516.1129 ph 

www.kydairy.org
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